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ANOTE FROM OUR PRESIDENT . ..

Our 24th year created many fond memories of Urinetown The Musical, Heaven Callsand They're
Playing Our Song Our volunteers also have many more wonderful ideas for the future and can barely
contain their excitement as we anticipate the beginning of our 25th Anniversary Season!

We are calling on all past and present DTC members to get involved in our Silver Anniversary
Celebration (which we are organizing as you read this newsletter). We want to invite everyone to get
involved this season as we remember all of the wonderful performances of the last 25 years.  This
newsletter highlights the upcoming season - so read on!

Do you have a suggestion for a future show? Let us know! With facilities being so hard to secure,
we have been forced to plan at least a year in advance. But the Board is interested in your ideas
for 2011 and beyond! We are always looking ahead and hoping to grow and involve as many people as we
can. The more volunteers we have, the more money we can raise, and the bigger the shows we can
produce. Do you want to see a large show with lots of teens and children? Then step up and ask how you
can be a volunteer or how you can donate to the cause. Did you know that 2010 will bring two shows that
will feature children and will be performed right in Damascus?  Ask how you canget your own children
involved!

We would like to be able to rent out larger theaters which can support bigger shows with larger
casts (such as the Olney Historical Stage or local high school stages), but we cannot do this without the
proper financial support. This is a family -oriented community theater that only thrives with your help,
and the Board is open to all ideas from its Membership. Use your voice, your time and your talents to
move DTC into the next 25 years!!

Stephanie Bonte-Lebair
stephanie@duet-vocal.com

DID YOU KNOW "~ é ot mortgamers sounty

DTC has been awarded several grants in the last
year from the Montgomery County Arts Council?

NEW PROGRAM DTC KIDS!

DTC received over $7,000 for Urinetown the
Musical, They're Playing Our Songand to help
purchase sound equipment for the company. And
just recently, DTC received an additional $5,000
to help cover space rental costs with Little Women
The Musical this fall. We could not continue to
produce these wonderful shows without the help
we receive from sources like MoCo and donations
from our community members!

Directed by Jerilyn Nacht

A First show is a musical version of A Midsummer
Night's Dream at the Damascus United Methodist
Church in April

A Open to 3rd through 12th graders

A Fee - $200 per student which Includes a Family
Membership to DTC, script, and t -shirt
Thank you to the Council, the grant writing team

(Stephanie, Hugh, Liz, & Vitol), the performers A Registration form enclosed in this newsletter

volunteers and patrons who make DTC such a high
quality company worthy of the County's support!



DTC 2009 Grant Recipient

Rosenberg
DTC president Stephanie Bonte-Lebair presented
Jenny Rosenberg with her grant award check at
the June Board Meeting.

DTC WISH LIST

Wedre in need
if anyone has them to donate:

Laptop Computer
Digital Projector
Storage Space

Construction Space

BABY NEWS . ..

On May 1st ..the opening night of They're
PlayingOurSong Judy and
grandson was born! Christopher Antonio
Rugamas- 5 pounds 7 ounces- 18 inches,
proud parents Carolyn and Mario and big
brother Pablo Daniel welcomed him into the
family too.
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ANNOUNCING

OUR 2010-2011 SEASON
FALL
She Loves Me
Directed by Phil Hosford
HOLIDAY
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
SPRING
TBD
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DTC6s THEATRE H

is published 3 -4 times a year

Contact Elli Swink at elliswink@aol.com to
submit information for publication.

AP P

Congratulations Graduates!!
High School (and college plans):

Scott Bergstresser, Damascus HS, Montgomery
College

GfarRet{ I\/I'attﬂeWs! SBn&ca \/jalléy ﬁiﬂﬁ\iversity

of Hartford

Megan Patton, Damascus HS, Elizabethtown
College

Jenny Rosenberg, Seneca Valley HS, University of
Connecticut

Joey Slattery, Mount Saint Joseph High School,
Providence College

Sam Weeks, Damascus HS, Montgomery College

Brian Wiacek, Damascus HS, University of
EPPUIB s 4
College:

Megan May, Associate of Arts in Teaching,
Montgomery College.

Casey Tilton, Bachelor of Arts English major with

a concentration in journalism, University of
layare.

ENINGs

Rachel Gordon, Bachelor of Science in Dental

Hygiene, West Virginia University




Theydre Pl aying
May 2009

DTC&s spri ng esyba ve
Playing Our Songat the Arts Barn
Theatre.

Cast members: Celia Blitzer,
Stephanie Bonte-Lebair, Michelle
Boizelle, Bill Brown, Sam Kelvie, Jim
Korte, Lee Rosenthal, Chad Wheeler.

The show was directed by Shelly
Horn choreographed by Cerissa
McKinley, and produced by Stephanie
Bonte-Lebair and Elli Swink. The
music director/conductor was Taylor
Williams. Rick Swink, Vitol Wiacek,
and Liz Cribbin were the technical
crew and Sharon Rea was the
costumer. Bill Lebair stage managed,
assisted by Esther Rea.

Pictured at Right: The use of the Fiat in TPOS
was possible due to the assistance of the
National Capital Fiat Club and the tender loving
care of Bill Lebair and Jim Korte. Club members,
the cast and car appeared on the cover of a
national Fiat magazine this month. Not pictured

cast member Michelle Boizelle.
(Photo by Elli Swink)

2009 Board Members
Stephanie Bonte-Lebair, President
Elissa Borzilleri, Vice President
Elli Swink, Executive Producer
Cathy Clark, Secretary
Hugh Gordon, Treasurer

Members at Large

Celia Blitzer, Carol Boyle, Judy Feola,
Jim Korte, Bill Lebair, Jenni McGinnis
and Anne Toffey
Board meetings are held on Sunday evenings

six times a year and are open to the
membership.

Upcoming meeting dates: Oct. 18, Dec. 13
www.damascustheatre.org

Webmaster: Vitol Wiacek
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DTC ALL STARS

dtcy
Geleating 5 Yeal

Ken Kemp and Katie Mays Reedy are appearing in Seussical the
Musical with KAT 2nd Stage at the Arts Barn in September. Celia Blitzer

can be s e eTheRocky Horof Shew this fall.

Stephanie Bonte -Lebair, Athena Velez Gasby, David Elvove, Erica
Ferguson, Micky Goldstein, Bruce Rosenberg, and Chad Wheeler were

cast in
30 0Nov. 15.

Roc k vi | | West\BidesStocy aThe shdweuas Octe

Patrick Doneghy is directing Glorious for Dominion Stage, shows

Sept.25-Oct. 11.

Michelle Boizelle pl ayed Grace in

of Annie.

Ellie Borzilleri pl ay ed
Kuchar and musical directed by Keith Tittermary
Arial in Footloose at Walter Johnson HS.

Frederick

J 0 a n n eRemt,direéted by Hewiro 0 s
. Ellie also played

ShellyHorn d i r e c t e HelldMdIly 6lis the cast were Celia Blitzer

Erica Ferguson, and Quinn McCord.

Jenny Rosenberg played Audrey in Little Shop of Horrors at Seneca

Valley HS.

Ken Kemp, Phil Hoskins, and Sonie Mathews were in Montgomery
P1 ay h oHorskénday. Megan Hartten was the Musical Director and

Barbara Lang played piano and was Assistant Musical Director.

JamesRogersappeared as Razoul in

performance of the musical Aladdin .

Lakel

Jenni McGinnis and BillBrown per f or me d TheGoMiblier.0 s

Michael Galizia played Don Quixotein2 nd St ar
Mancha, which won the Ruby Griffith Award for Outstanding
Achievementin a Musical this year.

P Man dfla t

Corrieanne Stein performed in the original cast of Tony Award winning

Billy Elliot onBroadway. She t hen

summer.

Alyssa Van Veldhuizen was accepted for Fall 2009 at American
Academy of Dramatic Arts in Los Angeles.

pl ay e dinnferthisi e
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DTC is about to turn 25
and we're planning a party/show/celebration!!!!

Plans are in the works to
commemorate this special anniversary
which we are calling DTC's Silver
Anniversary of Song. The event will be
held Nov. 20 -22 in Damascus United
Methodist Church's Great Hall.

Many original performers from 25 years of shows will be
there to sing the wonderful songs we remember so well. The

program will also feature photos and clips from past performances
and some surprises you won't want to miss.

It is our hope that anyone that wants to be part of this
celebration can do so in any number of ways: planning,

performance, donation of items to the silent auction, etc.

The event will be all that more special if you -- our
members -- take part in it!

Look for your special invitation in the malil this fall. The
first 75 people to respond will receive a special commemorative gift.

Please contact the event co -chairs Elli Swink or

Stephanie Bonte  -Lebair if you have special DTC memories to share
or would like to contribute in some way.

Directed by Celia Blitzer
//M:’f[ Py produced by ENi Swink
anie Miller
[6)[ Choreographed by Stephamie 1

of laughter. This musical
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Shop Amazon.com on the DTC Website Audﬁlons' N 010
Remember that when you purchase books, music, computer . Feb. 5- 21’ 2

. . tes: )
equi pment é anything, you can hswr‘gaportlon of that
purchase go to benefit DTC! Barn Theatre
) . at the Arts
Just access Amazon.com through the link on our website,

then shop as you normally would and the computer does
the rest!



DTC KIDS PROGRAM
MEMBERSHIF/REGISTRATION FORM

“A Midsummer Night's Dream™ — A Musical Production
Show Dates Apnril 29, 30a and May 1= 2010

At the Damascus United Methedist Church

Rehearsals te start in February 2010
www.damascustheatre.org

Damascus Theatre Company 1s now i its 25th year of offermg family enfertamment to Damascus and

the surmrounding areas. Owr Mission® Damascus Theatre Company 15 a nei-for-prafit organizafion that
brings quality live performing arts to Damascus and the surrounding areas, and provides affordable
oppoitunifies to people of all ages to participate and develop skills in all aspects of live theater.

We are excited to amnomee a new program — DTC KIDS! and it’s first mmsical production “4
Midsimmmer Night s Dream. ™ In order to give the youth of our area more opportumities to perform, this
show will be cast exchnsively with children in 3 to 124 grade (no older than 18 years old). Thereis a
fee of $200 per child. This fee mchudes (1) a family membership ($35 value), El}asthTshnLar:i
{3) a show script. It will be used to help offset the costs of producing a show including costumes, sets
and space rental. If yvour family has already paid for a family membership n the 2009-2010 season (July
1, 2009 through Jume 30, 2010), you may pay a reduced fee of $165.

If your child is interested n anditioning for “A Midsunmer Night's Dream™, please fill out this

istration form and send it in with a check for $200. We will make every atfempt to cast every child
thet auditions, bt in the unlikely event that the response fo auditions brings in more children than our
program can handls, we will accept people based on their audition. If you have pre-paid for ths
program and your child is not cast, we will issue you a finll refimd. In the meantime, you will still
receive the benefits of membership including: (1) discount tickets to our productions of “Little
Women” and “DTC"s Silver Anniversary of Song™ (1) DTC newsletter (3) all other andition and
show nofifications via mail.

We ask that each child prepare 32 bars of a song in the nmsical theatre style (no poprock music please).
We expect audiions to be held n Jamuary in Damascus. We will contact yon with details about the fime
and location of auditions.

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND MAIL IT WITH A CHECK OF MONEY OFDER IN
THE AMOUNT OF 5200 TO: Damaszcus Theatre Company, P. (. Box 185, Damaszcus, MY 20872

Mame:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:
Home Phone #: Work Phone #:
Email:

2nd Email (optional):

Please list the family members im your household indicating birthdates.

1) 4)
2) )}
3) 6)




T IN THE SPOTLIGHT
74, &\(0) —
NQ 4 ® t Celia Blitzer

Name: Celia Blitzer

Hometown: Born in Downingtown, PA and moved to Damascus when | was 7, now living in Rockville.

Occupation: After recently being laid-off, my full time job is looking for a full time job. | am also an AVON Beauty
Representative on the side.

Family (including pets):Mom, Dad, and younger brother Geoff moved to Greenville, SC in 2005. | stayed in MD and live
with my little man, Zeke - a Russian Blue cat.

How did you get involved with DTC? | was 11 years old and my parents surﬁrised me with tickets to DTC's Hello Dolly.
They thought it would be something new and fun to do. My Mom says she had more fun watching me watch the
show i | was completely mesmerized. The stage bug bit me that night. | begged my Mom to write the theater
company and ask about auditions. She told me that if | wanted to do this bad enough, | would write the letter myself.
That was probably one of the best lessons she ever taught me. A few months later | got an audition notice for Bye
Bye Birdie and was cast in my first show! Since then | have been in many shows with DTC including Fiddler
(Sphrintze), Brigadoon, Mother Goose Inc (Rapunzal), How To Succeed, Oklahoma, Company (Marta), and They're
Playing Our Song.

What are your interests outside of theatre? There's life outside theater?! When | do have time between rehearsals and
shows | go to SC to visit my family.

What is the funniest thing that has happened to you during a rehearsal or performance? That's a tough one. | can
say that | certainly grew up fast in the theater, thanks to the many funny pranks that took place during various pick
up rehearsals. Anyone remember Lee and the broom during Fiddler?

What is your favorite show?

Oh my! | have different favorites for different reasons. | love Hairspray and | would love to play Tracy one day.
Children of Eden is another favorite. | could do that show over and over again. And | Love You... has always been a
favorite. | sang a number of the songs in college and knew | wanted to direct the show one day.

If you could have dinner with ANYONE, alive or dead, who would ﬁou choose? Can we make this a dinner party? I'd
invite Bette Midler because | wanted to be her growing up. Stephen Schwartz and Stephen Sondheim because |
believe they are musical geniuses (maybe they could write a song for me i just a thought). And Idina Menzel and
Sutton Foster so | could pick their brains about the business and what it takes to win a Tony.

What is your fATlheme isongoong called AMusic of Your Lifebo
about wanting so many things in life when all you really have to do is be true to heart.

Several DTC
members performed
at the Summer
Fundraising Concert
and Ice Cream Social
held June 13 at
Hyattstown Christian
Church in Clarksburg.

(Photo by Steve Bonte)







